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ACTION EA-13 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ADP-00 NSC-10 NSCE-00 EUR-10 L-02 PM-03 
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FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1581 
INFO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
USDEL FRANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 2901 
LIMDIS 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, CA, NL, NZ 

SUBJECT: DUTCH AS POTENTIAL REPLACEMENT FOR CANADIANS ON THE ICCS 

1. NEW ZEALAND COUNSELOR MULLER SAW CHARGE ON JUNE 28 TO INQUIRE 
WHETHER ANY THOUGHT WAS BEING GIVEN TO THE DUTCH AS POSSIBLE 
REPLACEMENT FOR THE CANADIANS ON THE ICCS. MULLER ADDED THAT HIS 
PEOPLE HAD HEARD THAT THIS IDEA HAD BEEN BRUITED BY US REPRES- 
ENTATIVES IN PARIS. HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS NOT 
TAKING A POSITION ON A POSSIBLE DUTCH CANDIDACY BUT WAS INTERESTED 
IN THE GENERAL QUESTION OF FINDING A REPLACEMENT FOR CANADA 

( NEW ZEALAND ITSELF WAS EXCLUDED HE SAID BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN A 
COMBATANT). 

2. CHARGE RECALLED THAT THE CANADIAN EMBASSY IN THE HAGUE, WHEN 
IT ADVISED OUR EMBASSY INFORMALLY OF THE GOC' S DECISION TO WITH- 
DRAW FROM THE ICCS, HAD SUGGESTED THE DUTCH AS POSSIBLE REPLACE- 
MENT. THE CHARGE TOLD MULLER HOWEVER THAT OUR EMBASSY HAD 
RECEIVED NO 

INFORMATION WHATSOEVER, THROUGH US OR DUTCH CHANNELS, AS TO A 
SOUNDING OF THE DUTCH ON THEIR INTEREST IN REPLACING THE CAN- 
ADIANS. CHARGE SAID HE WOULD REPORT THE CONVERSATION AND INFORM 
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MULLER OF WASHINGTON' S REPLY. 

3. COMMENT: WE WOULD APPRECIATE WHATEVER INFORMATION THE DEPT 
CAN PROVIDE TO RESPOND TO THE NEW ZEALAND INQUIRY. APART FROM 
THE LARGER FACTORS INVOLVED AN APPROACH TO THE DUTCH ON THIS 
POINT COULD BE HELPFUL IN THE CONTEXT OF US - DUTCH RELATIONS. 

IF THE DUTCH AGREED TO SERVE THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE ICCS 
WOULD OBLIGE THEM TO FOCUS ON THE PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF KEEPING 
THE PEACE IN VIET NAM. IT WOULD ALSO DETER THE NEW DUTCH GOVT 
FROM GIVING VENT TO AN OUTSIDER' S CRITICAL VIEW. 

TANGUY 
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